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CHAPTER L

A MALTESE GARDEN.

HE ISLAND OF
Malta basked in
spring sunshine
The glow of light
was intensely brill
isnt on rock and
rampart, after
weaks of rain, and
- already suggosted

the speedy ap-
proach of blighting

Valletin wore the

The harbor of
usual aspect of European animntion.
The Russinn Corvette Ladislashad just
east anchor, having on board a young
grand duke, who was making the tour
of the world in & leisurely and princely
fashion. Mercantile steamers camo

and went, asmid pufling ftugs
launches and yachts, while the native
shore eraft, the dhjaisos, darted nbont
laden with fresh frnit, or transporting
nimble tailors and washerwomen in
search of work. Occasionally o tor-
pedo boat of sinister appearance
glided through the throng of ship-
ﬁ;lg. and vanished in some ndjacent

ot, or the gig of a man-of-war cleft
s passage with rhythmical flasi and
dip of oars, toward the quay.

One of the latter, quitting the slde
of her majesty's ship Sparrow, recent~
ly arrived from Suda Bay, brought
Flag Lisutenant Curzon to the shore.

The young man wmade his way
throngh & noisy erowd, and ascended
the steps to the city of Vallotta.

Below him stretched the sparkling
Mediterranean ses, and docks and
mnoles thronged with ahipping. Above
Mm, towers, churches, palaces, with
guaint balconics ond a margin of
stone wall, rose with n background of
Blue aky. His eye was attrcted by
wayside shrines ot the angle of build-
fings, whare lnmps burned before sainta
gaudily adorned, shops displaying fila-
gree ornaments of gold and silver, and
whole webs of Mnltese lace, and
groups of soldiers, nuns and priesta
His nostrils were saluted by the fra-
grance of flowers, coffee and those
Iatent odors of the southern seaport,
garlic, and fish frying in oil. His ear
was stunned by the jangled peal of
church bells, mingled with the hum of
volces

Lieut. ArthurCurzon wassupple and
vigorous of form, and alért and de-
cided in manner. His golden hair
curled tightly on o small and shapely
head, n closely trimmed beard framed
» handsome face, with clearly-cut
features, and lighted by & pair of keen
bluo oyes, capable of a great variety
of expresaion. The sun-bronzed tint
of the cheek, below the margin of o
fair and open brow, revealed by the
removal of the cap, and ceriain ne-
eentuations of resolution nnd maturity
gradually deepening around the lips,
alono redeemed the entire physiog-
nomy from a youthful insouciance and

" merry sudacity which were eminently

attractive and boyish

Climbing the stone steps from the
port to the old town on the height of
this most populous of islands, he may
have aptly represented that,

“T'ha sword of war opens the way of com-
mmll

Truly the officer was ready to cope
with any adventure or danger which
fate might have in store for him on
this day of fitful spring weather.

He came of & family noted for in-
tuepld cournge nnd originality of mind
gnd character, A commonplace world,
devold of enthusinsm, pronouncaed the
race occentrie, perhaps a trifle mad.
Descended from Secandinavian sea
rovers, who had settled on the north-
ern coast of Bcotland centuries ago,
the Corzons numbered prelates, sol-

ra, and faithful followers of the
narts among their members.

The first object ever noticed by
Arthur Curzon in infancy had been the
portrait of an ancestor suspended
sbove the chimney-piece in his grand-
father's castle, wearing a helmet of
different colored metals, a gold chain
around the neclk, and earrying o horn
of the chase, studded with preclous
stones. :

Lieut. Curzon had womn honorable
mention at the storming of Alexan-
dria, and aspired to promotion in the
service by fresh exertion, when oppor-
tupity offered. For the rest, ho was a
sailor on shore for a hollday.

He directed his steps to the Strada
Zecew, and paused before s palace of
somber aspect, with a projecting roof
which cast n deep shadow on the pave-
ment below. The memory of the
Enights Templar seemed to brood
over the spot, undisturbed by modern
innovation or change.

The visitor was met at the door by n
sarvant with the intelligence that the
mistress of the houss was absent on
»o mn:-dun. Mra Griffith hud left
s charming note, -ﬂmonghkps-

in three lines of gigantic

kL

to retnrn for 6 o’clack tea in event of
his obtaining leave to come ashore
that day.

‘Lieut. Curzon read thenote and con-
sulted his wateh, which indleated the
hour of & How should he whils away
the time until the return of his cousin?

He loitered in the shops and bought
a festoon of lace in n helpless, mascn-
line fashlon, wherewith to cheer the
declining years of a mailden aunt,
dwelling in a provineial town of Eng-
lani, if permitted to escape the Malta
postoftice. He bethought him of a
bevy of little cousins {n Devonshire,
launching recklessly into the pur-
chase of silver filagres crosses for
their benefit Then he declded to
stretoh his limbs by means of & coun-
try walk.

Quitting the streets of Vallatta the
young maun soon left behind him the
encireling fortifications, with n sense
of freedom in movement after the
cramping innetion of shipbpard The
unattractive nspect of the country
gonld not rob tho spirits of the ssilor
on shore of unwonted elasticity. Be-
fors him extended o gray and nearly
trecless veglon, broken by villages of
flat-roofed houses clusterad ubount the
church with a dome. The intervening
spaces were chiefly subdivided by
stone walls, as n shelter from the wind
for the crops fostered in the =soll
brought from Sicily.

The pedestrinn paused at length,
weary of the dusty highway. He
glanced wistfully in the direction of
the arid ledges of the shore, and the
sen beyond, which glitteredin the sun-
shine, with changing tints wrought
by passing clonds, and Lroke in white
foam among the rocks.

He chose ashort cut to gain the
shore.  1f the measure led to trespass.
ing upon his neighbor's ground, he
trusted to personal adroitness to ex-
tricate himself from all embarrass:
ments.

He skirted a deserted chapel onn
ridge, and was descending the slope
beyond, when an object attracted his
lkkeon eye, and brought him to n halt
in his rapid wall. A human hand

and arm, eclenched and rigld,
ns if in death, projected from
tho entrance of a half-

ruined structure in his path. Had the
arm not been thus extended, Lieut
Curzon would have passed on withont
notieing, especinlly the building.

Strange whim of desting!

Heo approached sud peeped into the
pluce Shadows obscured the interior,
but he recognized n temple, probably
of the early Phanicinn settlers of the
island, built of rough blocks of stone.
Trooces of n primitive altar were dis-
cernible, still adorned with the rude
idols of the twelve Children of the Sun,
the Kabiri, once worshiped hera
Tho spot was silent, humid, ehill, save
when a steay sunbenm filtered throough
the pervading darkness to gild the
semblance of nearly effaced carvings,
mere rodimentary hints of decoration,
on wall and roof, or danced witha
flickering motion above the pavemont,
weaving o pattern of mosale with
motes and shade.

An old man lay on his face, motion-
leas, and with a fragrant of marble
tablo overturned beside him on the
ground.

The officer's first suapicion wns of

murder, Anticipating some accident,
he lifted the vietim of foul
play, as  he supposed, and

speedily ascortained that no trace of
violence was perceptible, either on the
pinched nnd shriveled features, white
halr, or small body. He was further
reassured when the old man gave ut-
terance to n feeble groun, and opened
his eyes, with a manifest effort to eol-
lect his thoughts, bewildered by un in-
terval of insensibility.

“The place would not ba safe,” he
muttered in English. "No! Nol Far
{from safe, this rain."

“Do you live near by? If yon can
pall yoursel! together a little I will
help yon home,”" sald Lisut. Curzon,
In a tone of encouragement.

The old man was silent. He passed
a trembling hand across his brow, and
then shaded his eyes, the betler to ax-
amine the face bending over him,
while his own fealures expressed a
seared surprise, agitation, and evenm
furtive suspicion and distrust

AN OLD MAN LAY ON HIS FACE

“I have not the pleasure of knowing
you,” he retorted, after s pause, and
with perceptible petulance.

Liout. Curzon smiled involuntarily.

“Shall I eall your—people?” he sug-
gested, with unabated good humor

“No. | must have atumbled over that
fragment of table How did you flad
me?™

His manper was more collected and
confldent, but he eyed the stranger

askance ss ho struggled to regain an
upright posture.

*You have had & fainting fit, a ver
tigo, I fancy,” said the officer, glane-
ing sround the spot, in the hope of
descrying some person to whom he
might conslgn the human burthen
thus unexpectedly cast upon his care.
No aid appeared.

The old man placed his hand on the
sleeve of his companion, as if to sid
his - vacillating movements. Lieut
Curzon wua inspived by s sentl-
ment of repalsion, mingled with the
compassion of the strong for the weals
The band, thin and nervous, resembled
o olaw, npd the fingers, infirm yet
groping, clutched at the muscular arm
of the sallor with a disagreenble tens-
city of bold. This member was the
same which had attracted his notice,
strotohed forth from the entrance of
the temple.

“Did I speak? Did I say anything—
odd?" demanded the old man, eagerly.

“Nothing of importacce,” was the
brief rejoinder

“Paople will seek here for traces of
the Greelks and the earlier Pheenicians,
but there only remains rubbish, yon
nnderstand, nbsolute rubbishl” He
broke off with a short laugh.

“Ah!" nasented the other, drily.

The old man emerged from the
temple, still clinging for suppori to
the opportune aid vouchsafed him by
chanee. Lieut, Curzon, & trifle bored,
submitted to the tusk of sssisting him.
What did it matter, after all? He had
to denl with a feeble and aged
creaiure, who was possibly a little
cracked ns vegarded brains, and who
had exceeded his strength potiering
abouta ruin Intent on archmological
resenrch. Surely the old man's family
must hove looked him up in time, even
if he had not taken the direction of tha
temple, and discovered the other fallen
in & swoon.

The pair traversed a considerabls
distance, walking slowly and with
some difieulty,. The old man
paused to rest occasionmally, and
wiped the moistare from his temples
with his pooket handkerchief. Ha re-
pented, with a garrulous insistence, his
tirst assertion thatthe temple contain.
ed uo relics and was wholly nnworthy
of n Visiton the part of s stranger.
The conviction was graduslly forced
on the frank and unsusplcious mind of
the sailor, that he ifspired uneasiness

A YOUNG GIRL STOOD BESIDE A FOUN-
TAIN.

and fear in his companion, instend of
any sort of confilence. Why? Ha
conld not determine. He checked a
finul allusion to the temple by a curt
denial of personal interest in the relics
of Malta. This decisive nssertion was
possibly misunderstood by the weak-
ened faculties of sge, as saspicion
seemed to Increase rother than be al-
Inyed

They gainéda high wall, such na
elsawhere proteated the fruit treea
from the siroceo, snd a house, which
resembled o tower, was vis'ble within
the inclosure.

As they approached, s volee, youth-
ful and fresh, proclaimed in Itallan—

“What wonld I like best as » fairy
gift, Dr. Glovannl Battiste Busatti?
Very well thon, I should like to be
rioh, very rieh, incredibly richl I
might have a now dress in that case,
and go to o ball. After my viait to the

that, my friend.”

A man's voice replied, slowly snd
distinetly, with a slight vibration of
emotion perceptible in the tons—

*You are already rich in beauty and
amiability, SBignorina.”

A laugh, delicipusly pure and sil-
very, was the sole acknowledgment
vouchsafed for the compliment.

An expression of amusament dawned
in the bright, blus eyes of Lieut
Curzon.

On the other side of the garden wall
dwelt & girl who longed to gotoa
ball. Waa she pretty?

(T0 nE CONTINUED )

How Buvarlans Frighten Bplrits

In the little village of Egmanting, In
Bavaria, a curious nocturnal exhibi.
tion has just taken place. A fen
minutes nftor midnight there sudden.
ly appeared inthe village n party of
150 armed mon, mostly pensant pro-
prietors. driving wspparently some
mmaginary specters  before them.
Presently every man  discharged his
firearm. Many of the inhabitants who
were indoors, behind &trong barriers,
trembied at the thought of the carnagn
that must have ensued,

Then a specially appointed person
recited the “Record of Dendly Sing™ by
way of exoreising the spirvits of evil
supposed to be hovering obouk Asa
rule, nobody dared wenture oul; but
one more bold than his fellows did
open his door and expostulated against
such an unwarruntable disturbance of
the night. Bat the firing party heeded
him not.  This ceremony of exorciging
the ovil spirits from the village con-
tinued for an hour. And ns suddenly
as the party bad arrived so suddonly
did they disperse. Thera was astrong
smell of powder la the air, but nota
trace of brimstone.

Bolata, n new distovery ‘in the for
esta of Surinam, fs s mbutitute for the

n!"
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Heclety Note,

. 014 man Bnobberl
ecame home ono
found bis wife In
bitter tears, ete
“What's the matter? Any misfor-
tune occurred?™
#Just think of it—our Gus, the pride
of our life, has gone and—"'

“And what? Speak! Don't keep
me in suspense!"

*‘He hus gons and engaged himself
to » sewing girl”

“You don't ssy so! Why this is
something sppalling!"

“And yn¥wahmpeot¢bla."

“Respectabie? Worse and worse!
He may bring disgrace on us by ac-
:ntlly marrying her."—Texas Bift-
ngs.

- A Wanderlng Gourmand.

Meandering Mike (the tramp)—I am
not really hangry, missus, but will be
leased to sample anything you may
gna in the line of 1 am trav-
eling through the couniry getting a
faw pointa for & book I am writing on
uoohr;.v
The Wife of a Farmer—How do you
travel?
Meandering Mike—Well, mostly on

piok up thingsas I go along,~Trath.

Beoking & Norelgn Clime

o séarch Of pitasure of Uusiness, ahould be
LY tus purchese of oolure'd gredi in-

Hopletler 8 otomaca  Bitlers, 1ue
Dest uby moss gewsl uouwiunl sslegusrd in
DRANLBGUE.  AULFILOIS, HULUTY, «RARMEIAL WRY-
igrs, LOUTiEE, solull WuO Lrever Ly nd or
MOl NPesit OF 18 14 U0 Digutat WOrma  Musaria,
DILOUs LGNS, CORBLIPBLION, INUIEER MO0, Fuktulll-
LS, LT VOLSGASS Bel WDy LTOue WY I
daled by Ik

Lord Chief Justice Russell, of En-
gland, hos decided that gambling in
the rise and fall of stocks is not gam-
bling. This will ease a good many
troubled conscignees on the strest

Mother—That note paper is cor-
tainly very qualot, but are you sure it
is fashionable?

Daughter—Oh, it must be. 1t is al-
most impossible to write on it—N. Y.
Weekly,

The flrst article of human elothing
mentioned in history wius an apron, 1t
is spoken of in the book of Genesls, Ii,
C, 4U04.

Cor's Cough Balanm
fw the oldest and best. 16 will hreak up & Odid quicker
than auything elee, nl.lllmnrtlhfnh- Try it

A Blight Distinction,

Senator Biders—What made Senator
Wayback withdraw his bill? Didn't
he say ho'd never give up until mo-
nopoly was killed?

bbyist—Not exactly; he said he
wouldn't yield until the monopoly
‘gave up,"—FPuak.

If the Daby is Catiing Teatn
e witre and use that old and well-tried remedy, Mna,
Winitow's BoorTiive sy for Children Teethlog.

Literally True,

“How could you consclentiously tell
Miss Elder that she isthe only woman
rou ever loved?"

“Itis a fact Compared to her the
~thers are mers girls "—Boston Bud
get.

A philologist of high repute s au-
thority for the statvment that there
are 72 langunges spoken in Russia.

Colorado has one copper mine.
A sea otter skin brought $1,000,

The Door of Lile.

The fear of pain
and the dangers
of parturition fill
miany a wordan's
breast with dis-
may, There is
no reason why
childbirth shonld
be fraught with

danger and distresa.

It is & natural function, and should be

tformed in a natural way without un.

Reuc suffering. Nature never intended

that women should be tortured in this
WaY.

Taken during gestation Dr, Pierce's
Favorite Prescription robs childbirth of
its dangers to both mother and child, by

Monte di Pleta, you will undornundl

reparing the system for delivery, thereby
f!m‘r}{aeuing labor, lessening pain and ab-
204 tws 2o tampe with sams,

brevioting the period of confinement.
sddress and fall dmﬁsﬂoﬂ
eoms s member of the 1OW
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THE SCALPER!

-page, B0, Al abont making menay In Oraln and
Btocks by “soniplng the moarket™ co margins of K0
to #1000, Het method yeb  All s ipers make
money. LAKEING & €D, 113 Quiney B, Chloago

WELL MACGHINERY

Hinstrated Catslovoe .““nit WKL
AUGERK, HOCK DRILLE SIYDRAULIC
and JETTING MACHINRRY, BT,
Bexr phes, Have Uoen tuated and all

wurranied. _

Rowell & Chase Machinery Co.,
1217 Unlen Avenne,
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P
113 3 minttes seithout bolling.
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PENNA, SALT M'F'G CO,

Gen. Agents, Phfla.Pa
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Absolutely Pure

—

England buys Manitobsa butter.
Pipes ave thawed by eleotrieity,
Gas engines propel Dresden cars.

y Brozil's diamond output is decreas-
og.

Central Paclfic has an 80-ton losomo~
tive.

French soldlers' shoea have rubber
eels,

In ocertain Parisian re faurants o
shilling is charged for the use of tu-
bl!'l‘.l:&.l.

The manufacture of razors by ma~
chipery has become sn important in-
dustry in Germany.

There nra about 12,000,000 houses in
this eountry with less than six people
to each on the average.

John Fox, of Zeeland, Mich,, is to:
tally blind, but makes a business of
repalring sewing machines,

Atlanta hns more churches than soy
¢ity in the South, and their seating
csllpwity will aecommodats 65,000 pro-
ple.

For twenty years folks
using St. Jacobs

rheumatism, nenmlgiu, and all other

il. There must
for you couldn’t fool all the people for so many years.

Think We Have Angry Faces.

Js&lnm nouesd to visitors from
the Western world, :Belhoﬂhdr"nr
faces” becauso do not smile.
apaness children have been known to
run shrieking from sn Awmerican or
Engliah Jady, frightened by what
aeemed to them her huge size, flarce
face, staring blue eyes nad white, un-
canny skin,

Analogous.

Student—Isn't it sirange that me-
ters and feet are used os & measure-
ment of gns ns well as poetry?

Professor—Not st all Gos first
camy into general use abont the time
that modern magazine |P°°tl'.‘! became
prevalent —Hrooklyn Life.

The new water works tower %nu.
completed at Eden park, Cincinnati, is
the highest artinelsl structare in
Amerioa. The floor of thae tower,
renching by elevntors, is 522 feet above
tho Ohio river. The bose is 404 feet
nbove the stream. I the helght of the
elevator shall be added to the observa-
} ion floor the grand total height ia 889
oot

In the Bank of England 60 folio vol-
umes or ledgers are filled dally with
writing in keeping the nccounts.

—— T T L
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all over the world have cured

and aches by
something in it,
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WORD BUILDING CONTEST.

5 PRIZES. |

The above
who construc

the prize word

First—The firet prize will ho won by the
largost list, the sacond prize by the next
inrgeat lat and so on to the Afth.

Bacond—The llat of words must be writ-
ten in Ink plalnly, must be miphabotic.
wly arranged, numbered, u}gn by the
onitestant and sent In befors May 30,
when the contost closon,

Third—Words used muat be English
and must be found in_ the dictionary,
If two words are spelled alike only one
can be used., Abbreviations, obsolota
words and names of parsonas or places are
barred. Lista purposely stuifed not con-
tidered,

Feurth—The same Istter must not be
used twice in ona word, axcept tho latter
T, which may be used twice In any word,
ae it apyears twico In the prize word,

Bryan—the champlon of silver,

edited by G W Hervaey,

GRAND PRIZE--FINEST CHICKERING PIAND....8750.00

ad Prize —Sidebar buggy.....evveevs.e 150.00
ad Prize—Pneumatic Tire Bicycle. ....
4th Prize—A Diamond Ring............
5th Prize—A Moline Farm Wagon. ...

5 PRIZES---TOTAL VALUE.................51,120.00

856.00
76.00
60.00

rises are affered lo thoss
or form the largent num-
ber of words out of the letteara found in

R-E-P-U-T-A-T-I-O-N

UNDER THHREGSE RULRAS:

Fifth—Each contestant muat hecome s
nubseribor to the Omaba Weokly World-
Herald for ona year, and must send
dollar to pry for his subscription with
liat of words,

Sixth—Every contentant whowsn list come
taing as many as thirty words, whether he
wins a prise or n.ola will recelve & port-
follo contalning hm} nome photo sngraved
coplen of dixteen famoun palnt! L
of ench ploture 10x13 Inchos, with his-
tory of the painting.

Heventh—In case two or more priza v
ning lists contuin ths same ngmblrﬂ:t
wordna the one that Is Art rocelved will
be glven profarence.

Bighth—Prizes will bs awarded and
shipped to winners within
the contast closas, SRS, et

The Omaha Weekly World-Herald is the great free silver
coinage family paper of the northwest

Its editor is Hon. W. L.
who has just retired from cope

gress, It is published in two parls, one of eight pages on Tues
day, and the other of four pages on Friday of each weelk, hence
it is almost as gocd os a daily for news. I's agricultural page,

_ its literary department, its house.
hold articles and its short stories make it a welcome visitor in
any housshold Subscription price $1 00 per year.
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Omaha. Neb.

St

CLAIR

will go frther in doing the family wast- §
ing or doing the housework than e quan-§
tity of ordinary scap

ETTE SOAP.
Saves ik we

Tryit. Sold by all Grocers. Made caly by .
§ The N. K. Fairbank Company, « St. Louis.
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